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give hundreds of grants and millions of dol-
lars, but most importantly, they give the ex-
ample of believing in the importance of arts
for America. The AT&T Foundation sup-
ports innovative projects all across the coun-
try, ranging from tours by dance companies
and ethnic artists to original drama and
music composition. The Lila Wallace-Read-
er’s Digest Fund aids American performing,
visual, and literary artists who have a real
dream, and it also cares for the future, gen-
erously funding arts education.

I want to take a moment for a special
salute to someone whose work has intrigued
me since I first met him here at the White
House a couple of years ago. When you
talk about being American, nothing can cap-
ture the richness and depth of that experi-
ence quite like native American art. Not
only is it our oldest and proudest tradition,
but in native American society, art and life
are strands of the same cloth. The ancient
patterns on blankets and the dances and the
colors: Art is an integral and time-honored
part of daily life. So I’m very proud to salute
Allan Houser. His hands transform bronze
and stone to capture the true meaning of
this country’s unbroken spirit. His sculp-
tures eloquently echo this Nation’s heritage
of proud Apache chiefs and speak for the

essential humanity of all Americans.
I firmly believe that our number one goal

for the 21st century must be education. The
high-tech challenges of this global market-
place we’re living in will be absolutely over-
whelming. But as we equip our kids with
the skills to compete, we also must help
them develop as complete human beings.
One way to do this is through the arts. For
without knowledge of the beauty and depth
of the human spirit, our successes are hol-
low and our lives lacking.

President John Adams wrote this: ‘‘I must
study politics that my sons may have liberty
to study mathematics and philosophy in
order to give their children a right to study
painting, poetry, and music.’’ That is why
we celebrate these men and women today.

Congratulations to all. Thank you for your
contributions to the great tapestry that is
American art. Now I’d like to ask Dr.
Radice to assist me in presenting these
medals, if you would.

Note: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Anne Radice, Acting
Chairman, National Endowment for the
Arts, and Lynne V. Cheney, Chairman, Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities.

Remarks at an Antidrug Rally in Arlington, Virginia
July 22, 1992

Reverend, thank you, sir. It is most fitting
that a ceremony like this, where we cele-
brate what a community has done, open its
meeting with prayer. I’m proud to be here.
My dear friend the Congressman from here,
Frank Wolf, he and I came over together,
and he was ecstatic in trying to give me
the heartbeat of this community and tell
me what you all have achieved.

I’ve read about it, I’ve seen stories from
time to time, but there’s nothing like being
on the scene to get a real feel. All I will
say is that we have got to find various ways
with which to win the battle against drugs,
and this community is setting an example
really for the rest of the Nation.

So what I wanted to do here today was
simply turn it over to you all and hear what
you’ve done. This morning I met at the
White House with some business leaders,
and they’re working in the business commu-
nity to make the business places free of
drugs, workplaces drug-free. And they’re
making progress.

The reduction in cocaine, casual use by
teenagers is down by 63 percent in the last
3 years. So you all are making some
progress.

But I really came over to not only con-
gratulate you on this, what is it, the second
anniversary of the initiation of this project,
but to say that the Government couldn’t
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possibly have done it, it couldn’t possibly
have happened without this community in-
volvement, dedicated women, dedicated
men saying, ‘‘Look, we’re going to safeguard
these kids, these precious kids, against the
use of drugs.’’ So what I want to do is hear
from you as to how it went.

Note: The President spoke at 1:58 p.m. at
Drew Elementary School. In his remarks,
he referred to Richard Green, associate pas-
tor of Mount Salvation Baptist Church, who
gave the invocation.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Proposed Legislation
on Oregon Public Lands Wilderness Designation
July 22, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am pleased to submit for congressional

consideration and passage the ‘‘Oregon Pub-
lic Lands Wilderness Act’’.

The Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (FLPMA), (43 U.S.C.
1701, et seq.), directs the Secretary of the
Interior to review the wilderness potential
of the public lands.

The review of the areas identified in Or-
egon began immediately after the enact-
ment of FLPMA and has now been com-
pleted. Approximately 2,806,598 acres of
public lands in 92 areas in Oregon met the
minimum wilderness criteria and were des-
ignated as wilderness study areas (WSAs).
These WSAs were studied and analyzed
during the review process and the results
documented in three environmental impact
statements and five instant study area re-
ports.

Based on the studies and reviews of the
WSAs, the Secretary of the Interior rec-
ommends that all or part of 49 of the WSAs,
totaling 1,278,073 acres of public lands, be
designated as part of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System.

I concur with the Secretary of the Interi-
or’s recommendations and am pleased to
recommend designation of the 49 areas (to-
taling 1,278,073 acres) identified in the en-
closed draft legislation as additions to the
National Wilderness Preservation System.

The proposed additions represent the di-
versity of wilderness values in the State of
Oregon. These range from the 9,730-foot
Steens Mountain peak, to the deep canyons
of the Owyhee River and the John Day

River, to the small islands off the Oregon
coast. These areas span a wide variety of
Oregon landforms, ecosystems, and other
natural systems and features. Their inclu-
sion in the wilderness system will improve
the geographic distribution of wilderness
areas in Oregon, and will complement exist-
ing areas of congressionally designated wil-
derness. They will provide new and out-
standing opportunities for solitude and
unconfined recreation.

The enclosed draft legislation provides
that designation as wilderness shall not con-
stitute a reservation of water or water rights
for wilderness purposes. This is consistent
with the fact that the Congress did not es-
tablish a Federal reserved water right for
wilderness purposes. The Administration
has established the policy that, where it is
necessary to obtain water rights for wilder-
ness purposes in a specific wilderness area,
water rights would be sought from the State
by filing under State water laws. Further-
more, it is the policy of the Administration
that the designation of wilderness areas
should not interfere with the use of water
rights, State water administration, or the use
of a State’s interstate water allocation.

The draft legislation also provides for ac-
cess to wilderness areas by Indian people
for traditional cultural and religious pur-
poses. Access by the general public may be
limited in order to protect the privacy of
religious cultural activities taking place in
specific wilderness areas. In addition, to the
fullest extent practicable, the Department
of the Interior will coordinate with the De-
partment of Defense to minimize the
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